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•flWOHABDOH TOi DEPOT! S1CRETARI OF DEFENDS 


SUBJECT I Sumeary of Intelligence Estimates on Intervention by 
Chino ao CoMBunioto In the Korean War (12 October - 
Zh Kav caber, 1950). 


In compliance with your oral request, herewith la a summary of Satina tea 
made by this agency, under «y direction, on the subject of Chineae Coamuaist 
intervention In Korea. These estimate e, except where otherwise noted, had the 
cenenrrenee of the Intelligence Advisory Coeaittee which la coapoecd of the 
heads of the intelligence agencies of the government. 

1. On 12 October 1950, an estimate on "Critical Situations in tbs 
Far Fast" was prepared at the request of ths 'resident for the Wake Island 
Conference. This estimate stated: "fbe Chinees Coamuniet ground forces, 
currently lacking requisite air and naval support, are capable of intervening 
effectively, but not neoea eerily decisively. In the Korean conflict.**, and* 
"Thera are no convincing indications of an actual Chineae Communist intention 
to resort to full scale Intervention in Korea. 9 

After reviewing the factors favoring, and those opposing, Chinese 
Casmunist intervention, this estimate concluded that* "While full seals 
C binose Communist Intervention in l 'orea mist bo regarded as a continuing 
possibility, a consideration of all known factors leads to the conclusion 
that, barring a Soviet decision for global war, such action is not probable 
in 1950. During this period, intervention will probably be confined to 
ointiaued covert assistance to the fterth Koreans." 

2. On 20 October, a personal seroorandu* was delivered to the 
President with copies to the Secretaries of State and Defense, which stated: 
"Since October 13, there have been indications of a possibility that the 
Chinese Coonunist gov e r nm en t may intend to occupy an arse which would secure 
tor their use the Bulho hydroale c trio plant and other etrsteglc installations 
•s the Korean side of the Korean-chineee border. Some of these indications 

a ret* 

(1) (This is omitted because of reasons of source security.) 

(2) (This paragraph noted the presence of en unusually large 
number of fighter aircraft In Manchuria. ) 
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— (ThiM paragraph contained * report 


V~i decision mm to tan 
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iS i ^ 2 . aCtl 0 ? fl 1 L H0r ?, wlth Chinese Cwmuplyt tr oops oroaaliin 


tfee border on 18-20 October. | 

that tble movement would precede any official ^draoonsn t77 
Tl» memorandum concluded with the following paragraph i 

"tbe estimate on possibility of Chinese Comunis t IntarventloB in 
Sjnrth Korea fbmiehed you Juat prior to your Pacific trip, listed me onaoen? 

the probable desire of the Chinese Government to control the 
hjtlroelectrie installations on the Korean side of the tela River, It la 
possible that a 1 lei ted area oeeupetion for thia purpose night be undertaken. 

H ao, it would moat probably be preceded or immediately followed by e Peiping 

Z'ZTr i p ?f h * p *_fi r ? cted to *** Wnited Nations) that in order to protest 

border installations vital to Manchurian economy, the Chinese Conauniat 
U. UUn .«r «... ln.Ull.tion. p„dl* 

*o\re would be a Communist face-saver end would preserve a power source 
necessary to the Manchurian economy." ^ * ***** ,0Urc * rer ^ 

3. «B 6 Hovenber 19$0, National Intelligence Estimate No. 2 wee 
itatadt^eiS " Chi ?*** c f'* uni *t Intervention in Korea" . me estimate 

at * 3 T^OOO troop 8tr * n * th in North Korea ie estimated 

t° «®,000.», andt * Present Chinese Communist txeep strength in 

na^^ i fie?d*f^? Ated J^ 700 * 000 * ot number there are at least 200,000 

SSS^aS T, t** 4 ^L* trwiftto » «“•* u **» forces already U 

SSr wSjBLS ^norSXo^pSSSilliS.^ 

a iwwrfSl , aiSiiatr" iBg W Withdra¥ * 1 10 <*efeneive positions farther south by 
intar u . i l-? 1 e *timate continued » "The objective of the Chinese Cowtunist 

srsfc <* «« »u«,. 

• •** K ,p a «a«*oo regime in being on Korean soil." 

trmJih* .S.fJ'IfX “*»••• <*-™UU tk» f.r rvUin foil 

fr,,^. : „ of .e U» rfU rospoet to Kotw. Th.y .r. fr.. to odjoot tholr .otloa 
in accordance with the development of the situation. If tho Chinese 

*o oneoeed in destroying the effective strength of & forces in northern 

* *•* * ^*7 ••uld pursue their advantage as far as possible. If the mllitew 

situation I* stabilised. thsv MT ill , »L* " *7 - * * W1 * 

and the onset *fVlnt«r tXwZJ!! 11 n f idar that * with »<*rantageous terrain 

Sir ^ 10 Ko «* #r * to eeeosaplieh 

o 7 v e Paragraph ® f conclusions of this estimate stated i 

** t**™**** la Korea, have accepted e grave risk of 
theta ifttadrS/ B TC^». 4 * r * ?*** Vorad P robabl y Unon an ultimatum requiring 

Sg? Krk n".^" t * rTi * ory ~” *• * ^ >— 3*25 
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Aad the concluding paragraph of the estimats on 6 November stated t 
"Ths fact that both the Chinese Communists and the USSR have accepted an 
increased risk of a general war indicates either that the Kremlin is ready to 
faee a showdown with the West at an early date or that circumstances hare forced 
them to accept that risk." 

- Further, in the discussion portion of this estimate published os 

o November 1950, it was stated? "The Chinese Communists could probably make 
available as many as 300,000 troops within 30 to 60 days for sustained ground 
operations in Korea and could provide limited air support and some armor." 

, ^ 2h November 1950, National Intelligence Estimate 2/l, a review 

of the subject "Chinese Communist Intervention in Korea" in the light of new 
developments and new Information was issued. In its conclusions this estimate 
stated? "The Chinese Communists will simultaneously i 




a. maintain Chinese-North Korean holding operations in North Korea; 

b. maintain or increase their military strength in Manchuria j 

„ ®* obtain UN withdrawal fro* Korea by Intimidation and 

diplomatic means. 


■4s?- 


, " In of failure to obtain UN withdrawal by these means there 
wjU. bo increasing Chinese intervention in Korea. At a minimum the Chinese 
ylR sonduet, on an increasing scale, unacknowledged operations designed to 
foFooo in Korea, to subject them to prolonged attrition, and to 
u.Lntatn *bo aeablanco of a North Korean stato la being. Available evidence 
** oot otnolusivs as to whether or not the Chinese Communists are as jot 
committee to a full-scale offensive effort. Eventually they may undertake 
operations designed to bring about the withdrawal of UN forces from Korea. 

It is estimated that they do not have the military capability of driving the 
. frw * insula, but they do have the capabUity of forcing them 

Maf positions for prolonged and inconclusive operations, 
the Communists might calculate, would lead to eventual UN withdrawal 
from Korea.” 

, t i m>t#d the above mentioned estimate (NIE 2/l) was 

November 1950, just two days before the United Motions 
or rensivPdmto North Korea and the resultant full-scale Chinese Cowmnist 
intervention. 
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